
Chairman’s Report For the year 2020/21 
 
Well, what a year 2020 & 2021 has been so far, three lockdowns, over twelve months of 
restrictions & doom /gloom. 
So many lives lost, our thoughts and prayers go out to anyone in our village that has lost a 
loved one to this most terrible virus. 
 
As for the Parish Council, we also had to lock down our Parish meetings so were unable to 
communicate with the residents of Crofton, however in August 2020 we found a new world, 
the digital world of “ZOOM”. We embraced technology, this was not without its challenges 
not only did we find a ‘New way of working’, but we found new words that were used in our 
remote online meetings such as “Your Muted”, “Your Frozen” & “How do I switch my video 
on”. 
 
As always, our thanks go to the Parish Council’s ‘Proper Officer’ Barry Riley for his continued 
support during a difficult year, going the ‘extra mile’ and for keeping us ‘legal, honest & 
decent’ for another year. 
 
In August we finally held our Annual Parish meeting where we elected Cllr Chalkley as Vice 
Chair, Cllr Chalkley has a vast amount of experience and is always willing to share this with 
newer Councillors (including me), I was honoured to be elected as Chairman of the Parish 
Council, this is not a position I take on lightly and I thank all councillors for giving me their 
vote and trust. 
 
We also started to put a monthly report in the Beacon again, the villagers welcomed this 
and appreciate the work & personal time that Cllr Chalkley puts into this each month. 
Unfortunately, the Parish Council said farewell to a long- standing councillor of over 20 
years, Arthur Ripley decided to retire in December, we wish him and his wife well and we 
thank Arthur for his years of contribution.  
For the second year running we find ourselves with a full complement of councillors, we 
welcomed Kelly De Mello into the council to fill the vacancy left by Arthur – A warm 
welcome to Kelly. 
So, after such a terrible time for everyone, I hope & pray that things will get back to some 
sort of normality in the not-too-distant future, to quote Captain Sir Tom Moore …… 

 

“Tomorrow WILL BE a better day” 
 
Sidings/Pavilion 
Again, due to Covid 19 not a great deal of sport was able to be played however the football 
club took the opportunity to do pitch upgrades to all the football pitches, Crofton Parish 
Council were able to support Crofton Jnrs by using some of the Section 106 monies over the 
next 6 years. 
There was no Sports Day however it is hoped that we can support one that is organised by 
the Wakefield District Councillors this year. 
The Crofton Jnrs. Annual football gala was cancelled in 2020 due to Covid restrictions, this 
event is always well supported by the village and surrounding areas so was greatly missed. 



Plans are afoot to hold a football gala in 2021 but instead of being in June, this year it is 
intended to be held over the August bank holiday weekend – again Crofton Jnrs will be 
organising this. This is, of course, subject to the current restriction being eased in line with 
the government roadmap. 
The Pavilion building was again subject to a burst pipe that saw a large amount of water 
escape from the ceiling into the toilet block, this has been repaired and the Crofton Village 
Association are putting plans together to also ‘Spruce’ the facility up. 
Our thanks go to Julie Hunter who stepped in yet again to clean up the mess left by the 
water leak; her work ethic is appreciated by all the councillors & CVA. 
 
Floral Displays 
Again, this year we will have the usual Hanging Baskets and as per last year we will have the 
three tier planters dotted around the village but instead of having just six of these three tier 
planter we have ordered twelve, this means we can spread them throughout the entire 
village. To coin a phrase used by Cllr Barnsley in his Beacon note about the precept increase 
– “It will make the village Bloomin Lovely” 
 
Parish Centre / Library 
As with most things over the last twelve months the Parish Centre and Library have been 
closed for the majority of the year, I know a lot of residents are missing, the Library & the 
monthly Saturday coffee mornings. We hope to be back to some sort of normality for both 
soon. 
We are still in the process of planning for a new Parish Centre that will be located on the 
existing land, to date we have got Planning permission from WMDC and are now just 
waiting for Building Regs to be passed by WMDC Building Control, once we have these, we 
will go out to tender with three builders & then arrange our finances before we commit to 
one builder. The working party that consists of Cllr Walker, Bennett & Chalkley continue to 
work on this project and will bring it to completion in the near future. Our thanks go to Cllr 
Walker in particular who is relatively new to the role of a councillor for “Getting Stuck In’ to 
what will & is the biggest working party project for many a year 
 
 
Defibrillator Installations  
We have previously discussed our intention to place Defibrillators around the village. We 
are pleased to announce that we have now purchased the first one which will be kept in the 
Parish Centre/Library.  
When the building is replaced, it is our intention to store it on an outside wall where it will 
be available to the public 24/7.  
As part of the purchase, we shall be providing training to users of the Parish Centre, further 
it is our intention to roll out additional training to the public. Thanks go to Cllr Gordon for 
the work he has done to provide this life saving devices. 
 
Cemetery 
A recent (pressure test) inspection on all the headstones in the Parish Cemetery revealed a 
number of headstones that require attention. The working party, that consists of Cllrs. 
Schofield, Stennett & Walker are in the process of formalising a process that not just fixes 



the issues of today but also to put in place a robust process that will be implemented each 
year for years to come. 
We are almost out of plaque space for cremated remains in the Parish cemetery however 
Cllr. Stennett has a plan to increase the area so that there are sufficient plaque spaces for 
years to come 
 
Traffic Issues 
We completed the bollards to the grassed area of the car park land, with additional stone 
bollards and two metal removeable posts – Our thanks go to Cllr Kimbley for organising this 
and over-seeing the installation of them. 
We were able to get bollards installed at the other end of the Parish Carpark, this will make 
it safer for the children going to and leaving school as passing motorists sight line will not be 
impeded by parked cars – our thanks go to our District Councillors (Maureen & Faith) and to 
Cllr Bennett for his tenacity in getting this issue to a conclusion. 
The new 20mph zone has been extended now it extends from Sainsbury’s roundabout up to 
the Parish Centre/Library along with a full-length speed cushion being installed. 
Two bollards have also been located at the end of Priory Ridge to ensure motorists can’t 
take a short cut to Springhill by means of the footpath. 
 
 
Allotments 
This year, because of Covid the Parish Council took the decision not to collect the allotment 
rent fee of £11 in January as usual but to change the allotment year to run from April to 31st 
March going forward. This meant that each allotment holder got three months free. 
The allotment fees for 2021/22 will remain at £11, however the fees for 2022/23 will 
increase to £15, this still represents excellent value for money when compared to the fee 
for an allotment run by WMDC. 
The allotment collection day was held on 24th April, our thanks go to Cllr Harrison, Hewitt & 
Elson for their running the collection, we are pleased to report that it was the most 
successful collection that we have held with 82% of allotment rents being collected on the 
day. 
Cllr Harrison continues to chase suppliers to quote for the erecting of new gates to make 
Hare Park allotments more secure, I know that he will not ‘let go’ until this has been 
achieved. 
 
Environment 
Cllr Elson requested that one of the spare Hare Park allotments in a poor soil position be 
used as a wild-flower garden. This was granted by the Council & is much in line with the 
governments requests in providing areas for pollinators to thrive.  
The council is also planning to trial letting a green space that we own turn wild by not 
mowing it along with planting wild-flower seed, this can at times look unsightly but has 
many benefits to the wildlife and the environment. 
 
Constable & Pinders Trust  
The Constable & Pinders Trust is run by a Board of trustees, one of the trustees is Cllr 
Barnsley who attends all their meetings and reports back into the Parish Council meetings 
so that the councillors are kept abreast of it. Our thanks go to Cllr Barnsley for this 



 
 
Community events 
A couple of events were still able to be carried out albeit at a social distance. 
This year we remembered the 75th year since the end of WW2 but unfortunately the service 
was limited by Government legislation to a small wreath laying service at the War Memorial 
opposite the Cock and Crown. Thanks go, as usual, to Cllr Chalkley for organising the event. 
We would like to thank Mr Richards Sellens for leading this years’ service and again we 
would extend our thanks to the Police for ensuring the safety of those who took part. The 
Parish Council would like to thank L.I.V.E Crofton and the many parishioners who helped 
create the ‘Poppy Wall’ near to Sainsburys 
This was the least we could do for the fallen villagers who gave so much so we could live 
free. 
 
LIVE Crofton Organised the very first Crofton Scarecrow festival this event was well 
supported, all the displays were magnificent. A special mention to Oak Street where almost 
every other house on the full street got into the spirt of the event – Well done. 
 
Unfortunately, we were not able to hold the usual Christmas lights switch on in 2020 due to 
Covid, but the lights still went up, our thanks go to Cllr Hewitt who sourced a truly 
wonderful Christmas tree from Methley Estate. For the first time this Christmas we had two 
wishing trees located at the Miners wheel and junction of Harrison Road & Shay Lane, this 
was organised by LIVE Crofton our thanks go to everyone involved. 
 


