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      Minutes of the remote Parish Council meeting held 08 December 2020. 

 

Present; Councillors; Robinson (Chair), Chalkley (Vice Chair), Bennett, 

                        Elson, Gordon, Harrison, Hewitt, Kimbley and Walker.                      

Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley. 

 

In attendance; District Councillors; Cummings and Heptinstall. 

 

12/143  Report from W.Y.Police Officers working on Crofton Safe Scheme          

Members had been circulated with the Safe Scheme report for November. 

 

12/144  Wakefield MDC District Councillors Report 

District Councillors provided information to enquiries made individually by Parish 

Councillors, and gave an update on matters discussed at the previous meeting (see 

minute 11/126).  

The damage to the crossing at the Shay Lane/Harrison Road junction had been added 

to the programme of works to be done after March 2021. 

The Weeland Road footpath was considered suitable for a footpath improvement plan. 

Fly posters on the lampposts around the village had been removed.  

Two more bins had been placed on the Sidings. 

Cllr Cummings had not received a response to the request for an extension to the 

garden waste collection. Cllr Bennett had noted that 9 garden bins had been left out by 

residents, presumably expecting them to be collected, further emphasising the need 

for the collection to be extended. 

Rubbish had now been removed from 93/95 High Street (see minute 11/134). 

Results for the Golden River survey (traffic survey data for Santingley Lane), had 

been sent to the Clerk for him to circulate to members. 

Cllr Kimbley commented that the dog waste sign had been removed from the ditch, he 

reminded Cllr Cummings that a replacement was required.  

Although attempts had been made, there was still mud that needed removing 

following the completion of Highway work on Shay Lane. 

Cllr Gordon queried whether there was change of use planning permission for the 

caravans parked off Shay Lane near to the Sidings Entrance. Cllr Cummings 

confirmed there was not. 

Leaf clearance had been conducted on High Street and Santingley Lane. 

Cllr Chalkley made reference to the information received from Cllr Cummings 

regarding provision of a grit bin (see minute 12/158). 

Cllr Kimbley had noted a number of vehicles parking outside the Shay Lane entrance 

to the Sidings, resulting in the verge becoming very muddy and plants being 

damaged, a ‘No Parking’ sign was required, Cllr Cummings duly noted the comment. 

She was also asked to arrange the cutting of the hedge at the other entrance to the 

Sidings, towards the bridge. 

There was evidence of fly tipping on land off Shay Lane (Crofton Triangle) leading 

towards Doncaster Road, there were also horses to be seen there whose welfare was 

of concern. Cllr Cummings noted the comment. 

Cllr Gordon had noted that the traffic lights on Doncaster Road where the bridge work 

was taking place, had at times been constantly on Red, he requested it be dealt with 

and if there was any more information regarding work over the Christmas period. 
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Cllr Harrison requested that attention be given to the ginnel between Harrison Road 

and Shay Court, as there were some weeds in excess of 3 feet. Work had not been 

conducted since March. 

 

12/146  Public Participation session 

No public in attendance. 

 

Cllr Chalkley commented that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

12/147  Apologies for absence  

Councillors; Barnsley, Schofield and Stennett. 

Apologies were accepted. 

Members were informed that Cllr Ripley had resigned, the Clerk confirmed that 

WMDC Electoral Services had been informed. 

 

12/148  Declarations of Interest 

None declared. 

 

12/149  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and would be signed by the Chair 

of the meeting. 

 

12/150  Matters arising from previous minutes 

Cllr Elson informed members he would be arranging Public Liability insurance to 

enable him to cut the grass at the Parish Council car park (see minute 11/139). 

Cllr Robinson spoke about the pre-read document circulated to members which was 

the Wakefield District Local Plan 2036 comment form, which could be used to submit  

a comment as a resident. Discussion took place about whether the Parish Council 

should submit a comment on behalf of the village, noting there was a deadline of 31 

December. 

Cllr Bennett commented that he had submitted his own comments about the four sites 

identified in Crofton, he suggested that if the Parish Council should submit a 

comment it should include sustainable modes of transport. 

Cllr Chalkley commented that as the Parish Council had previously submitted 

comments, it should do so again, members were in agreement, a document would be 

sent to the Chairman for approval and then to the Clerk to submit.  

Cllr Gordon had prepared a pre-read document concerning the provision of a 

Defibrillator (a provision in the budget of £1000). Members would need to consider 

temporary hosting arrangements as the Parish Centre was to be demolished, suggested 

options were Sainsbury’s, the High School and the Chemist. Comment was made that 

the School already had one and the limited opening hours of the Chemist would make 

this unsuitable. Cllr Chalkley suggested that it may soon be a condition that 

Sanisbury’s has their own. Cllr Harrison suggested it be placed at the shops on 

Ashdene Approach to provide better coverage. Cllr Robinson suggested that a letter to 

be sent to a number of shops/business’s in the village, outlining the temporary hosting 

arrangement, it was agreed as follows;For;9Against;0 for Cllr Gordon to progress this. 

Cllr Hewitt was thanked for the work undertaken in acquiring the Christmas Tree. 

 

12/151  Community Facilities 
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Report Parish Centre and Library  

Cllr Bennett reported that;  

The Library was now open again. 

Permission had been given to enter the building on a separate day following a request 

to conduct the sorting of book stock. 

There had been no response from the Architect concerning Building Regulation 

approval. 

Cllr Chalkley wanted to convene a meeting of the Working Party (see minute 11/132), 

in January to discuss a future Management Structure, he suggested that an advert 

would be placed in the Beacon newsletter to attract interest from residents, it was 

agreed as follows; For; 9 Against; 0, to the placing of an advert. 

Report Village Association 

Cllr Bennett reported that; 

The Cricket Club would arrange for a new gate onto the pitch and upon being asked, 

Cllr Kimbley confirmed that the goalposts had been moved (see minute 11/132). 

Members were informed that between meetings, a broken drain cover on the Sidings 

fields had been attended to by WMDC, following consultation with the Parish 

Council, a replacement cover was still required and would be subject to whose 

responsibility it was. 

Cllr Kimbley informed members that he was still being contacted by PHS to carry out 

service visits despite the service being suspended due to coronavirus, it was noted that 

internal communication within the company was inefficient. 

Report Allotments 

Cllr Hewitt reported that; 

Posters had been placed on the notice boards to inform all plot holders of their 

responsibilities following the outbreak of Avian Bird influenza. 

With regard to the responsibilities concerning the outbreak, it had been noted that an 

area of land within the Crofton boundary was not adhering to this and wildlife were 

not kept indoors or separate from wild birds, an approach would be made to the 

person responsible. 

Having discussed the changing of the allotment year from 01 January to 01 April it 

was considered appropriate, following a vote it was agreed as follows; For; 9 Against; 

0 to the change. To inform plot holders of the decision, a notice would be placed at 

the allotment sites, an article would be placed in the Beacon, Cllr Harrison would post 

a message to the Allotment Group Facebook page and the Wakefield Express 

columnist would be informed. 

Further to the pre-read document circulated to members about signage to deter fly 

tipping, Cllr Hewitt commented that he had spent several hours removing debris 

abandoned at the Hare Park Lane allotments, he would place signage to stop further 

fly tipping. 

Report Parish Cemetery 

The Clerk made members aware of problems encountered when dealing with the Co-

Op Funeral Services of Horbury which resulted in their Regional Director becoming 

involved. The Clerk and Cllr Schofield had spent time over the weekend to enable the 

funeral to go ahead. 

Following the pre read document issued to members about the tree, Cllr Robinson had 

inspected and considered attention to it was needed. Cllr Chalkley suggested that 

rather than be trimmed it should be removed. Following discussion, it was agreed as  

follows; For; 9 Against; 0 to remove it. The Clerk was asked to make arrangements. 
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The Clerk explained that he had done some research and had been advised that a 

memorial headstone inspection should take place at least every ten years. Also given 

recent events with WMDC entering the Parish Council cemetery and inspecting some 

headstones without permission, it was agreed as follows For; 9 Against; 0, for the  

Clerk to arrange an inspection. Cllr Chalkley requested a letter of complaint be sent to 

WMDC, about what they had done. 

Report Website 

Cllr Gordon reported that; 

He had been liaising with the Clerk on producing a statement concerning Web content 

accessibility guidelines, they had now reached agreement. The document would now 

be posted to the web site. 

Members had been provided with the pre read document concerning an amended 

GDPR Policy, subject to a minor amendment, the policy was adopted. The document 

would now be posted to the web site. 

Report Floral Display 

Cllr Robinson reported that; 

The two wishing trees had now been placed at the miners’ wheel (see minute 11/132). 

 

12/152  Traffic issues 

Nothing to report. 

                                                                                                                                               

12/153  Cleansing/Environment 

Nothing to report. 

 

12/154  Planning Notifications 

Members duly noted the applications and decisions received. 

Cllr Elson enquired about the development at 1 Wentworth Drive, the Clerk reminded 

everyone, that a response had been received from WMDC Planning Enforcement and 

circulated to members stating the matter would be investigated. Cllr Walker 

commented that she was aware a neighbour had complained, so the residents of 1 

Wentworth Drive, must be aware of the concern over the development. 

Cllr Bennett commented that two sites in Crofton, within the Greenbelt identified in 

the Wakefield District Local Plan 2036, were to be considered for removal. Comment 

was made about whether the sites were in a wildlife corridor and the environmental 

impact of such a decision. 

 

12/155  Financial matters                                      

Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly payments and receipts and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance. 

Having reviewed the Risk Assessment & Management Policy circulated as a pre-read, 

it was agreed to adopt the policy subject to some additions being made concerning 

meetings held remotely and GDPR. 

Cllr Gordon had provided two pre-read documents concerning proposals for spending  

the remaining s106 funding. It was agreed that further comment be made and a final 

document be prepared for agreement. 

                                        

12/156  Consider and discuss correspondence received 

Members had noted the content of the information sent. 
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12/157  HS2 

Nothing to report. 

 

12/158  Parish matters 

Following the pre read document issued, comment was made that to promote bio- 

diversity, not cutting the Parish Council grassed areas as often would improve and 

encourage wildlife provision. Cllr Chalkley commented on identifying areas for such 

purposes. Cllr Walker commented that areas not cut back such as Lovell View 

towards Springhill, resulted in vegetation taking over and making it scruffy. Cllr 

Robinson mentioned previous complaints from elderly residents because grass was 

not being cut, in summary there was a balance to be found between reduced cutting 

and appearance. Cllr Bennett proposed that all areas be chosen or a trial area, 

following a vote it was agreed as follows; For; 8 Against; 0, to choose a trail area, Cllr 

Chalkley was asked to propose a plan for the next meeting. 

Cllr Chalkley had issued a letter to members for a new railway station in addition to 

the pre read document and comment made at previous meetings (minutes 10/119 and 

11/139), about a local railway line. Cllr Bennett commented that he fully supported 

the idea, but suggested that instead of the letter mentioning Crofton as a village, the 

letter would have more weight if it stated the description allocated by WMDC, that 

Crofton was a service centre. it was agreed as follows; For; 9 Against; 0, to issue the 

letter. 

Cllr Chalkley had been contacted by a resident concerning the lack of a grit bin being 

placed at the junction of Ashdene Approach/Drive despite it being agreed to do so two 

years ago. Following the Clerk liaising with District Councillor Cummings, WMDC 

were now reluctant to place one there, an inspection of the area would take place and 

if suitable a bin would be purchased. Cllr Elson commented that a grit bin had been 

abandoned in Bedford Farm Court. 

Cllr Bennett commented on the caravans parked off Shay Lane near to the Sidings 

entrance, it was suggested that a letter be sent to WMDC Planning Enforcement, to 

investigate. 

Cllr Harrison asked if Cllr Robinson had any news concerning the dead animals (see 

minute 11/139), Cllr Robinson had mentioned it at the online PACT meeting, the 

Police were aware of the incidents and had appointed a Wildlife Officer who was co-

ordinating activities with those reported in other areas. 

 

12/159  Date of next meeting 

Resolved; that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 12 

January 2021 at 7pm. 

 

12/160        Members of the public and press were to leave before agenda item 18. 

It was agreed 

 

12/161  Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press 

Nothing discussed. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………  Date………………….. 

 Chairman Crofton Parish Council 


