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      Minutes of the remote Parish Council meeting held 10 November 2020. 

 

Present; Councillors; Robinson (Chair), Chalkley (Vice Chair), Barnsley, Bennett, 

                        Elson, Gordon, Harrison, Kimbley, Stennett and Walker.             

Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley. 

 

In attendance; District Councillors; Cummings and Heptinstall. 

 

11/125  Report from W.Y.Police Officers working on Crofton Safe Scheme          

Members were circulated with the Safe Scheme report for October. 

Cllr Bennett noted the report mentioned that having visited the Schools there were no 

parking issues, however this was not the situation.  

 

11/126  Wakefield MDC District Councillors Report 

District Councillor Heptinstall gave an update on matters discussed at previous 

meetings in particular; 

The meeting with WMDC Officers attended by Cllr Robinson and Bennett, 

concerning parking issues at the side of the CPC car park on Hare Park View (see 

minute 10/108), had resulted in a positive outcome with funding from Capital Projects 

to pay for the installation of bollards, this would take place in the new year as part of 

the 20mph zone works. District Councillors were thanked for arranging the meeting. 

District Councillor Cummings gave an update on matters discussed at previous 

meetings in particular; 

Following the report by Cllr Harrison about overflowing dog bins, new bins would be 

installed (one already had), making a total of four. 

The road sign on Towers Close at Meadowfields Road/Avenue reported at the last 

meeting had been removed. 

The play area at Hare Park Sidings had been subject to vandalism. 

Funding for work on the skate park had been applied for to improve the area. 

The building work taking place in the rear garden of 1 Wentworth Drive, related to an 

application made in 2018, she suggested a representation be made to WMDC 

Development Control (minute 11/135). 

A PACT meeting had been arranged for 30 November. 

Cllr Cummings duly noted the following requests. 

There were a number of fly posters on lampposts around the village which needed 

removing,  

Damage to the crossing at the Shay Lane/Harrison Road junction.  

The footpath on Weeland Road leading to the garden centre, was in a poor condition 

Cllr Bennett asked if previous comments submitted regarding the area Local Plan 

would still be accepted, Cllr Cummings was unsure but suggested if there was any 

doubt they should be resubmitted. 

A request was made for an extension to the garden waste collection as warm weather 

and less frost was being experienced.  

Cllr Kimbley had noted the sign on Hare Park Sidings requesting that dog waste be 

picked up, was in the ditch, he requested it be reinstated. 

Following completion of Highway work on Shay Lane, the surface had sunk, he asked 

that it be reported. 

District Councillors reported that the soft paly area was closed, however it was noted 
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that children were still playing in it. 

Cllr Elson commented that the gates to the playground were still open. 

Cllr Robinson asked if WMDC would be conducting a leaf clearance programme, he 

was informed that there was no specific action to do so due to the footpaths being 

cleared every fortnight. 

Cllr Cummings was asked if horses were allowed on the Sidings, as a small pony had 

been seen being led by someone, Cllr Kimbley stated that the sign that forbid this at 

the Shay Lane entrance, had been blacked out, a sign would be placed at the Hare 

Park Lane entrance and the one at Shay Lane dealt with. 

The Clerk and the Chair had contacted WMDC Property/Facilities concerning the 

installation of lights but neither had not received a response, but had in previous 

years, Cllr Cummings would remind then a response was expected to enquiries made. 

 

Cllr Chalkley commented that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

11/127  Public Participation session 

No public in attendance. 

 

11/128  Apologies for absence  

Councillors; Hewitt, Ripley and Schofield. 

Apologies were accepted. 

 

11/129  Declarations of Interest 

None declared. 

 

11/130  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were subject to change prior to approval. 

 

11/131  Matters arising from previous minutes 

Nothing to report. 

 

11/132  Community Facilities 

Report Parish Centre and Library  

Cllr Walker reported that; 

The Library was once again closed due to the recent Government announcement 

concerning lockdown. Cllr Bennett sought confirmation on an article to be placed in 

the Beacon regarding opening the first week of December. 

Cllr Bennett commented that the Architect had now submitted an application for 

Building Regulations and would complete all conditions for the application. 

Cllr Kimbley sought clarification on the upper floor of the proposed building, he was 

informed it would be boarded for any plant, but it would allow for development in the 

future. 

It was noted that following the installation of the new fence, the land sloped away to 

the corner and this may need a support structure for the new building. 

Cllr Chalkley provided members with an update on a request for advice made to 

WMDC concerning funding and on what basis funding should be sought, this being 

whether charitable status should be obtained to progress matters.  

Further consideration on the status and formation of a management company for the 

building would take place in the future. 
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Report Village Association 

Cllr Bennett reported that; 

The fencing work was now complete at a cost of £590, which had been paid by the 

CVA.   

All members of the CVA had paid fees which allowed for a stable financial situation. 

Cllr Bennett commented that football had stopped again due to the recent Government 

announcement, Cllr Chalkley had noted that football training had been taking place, 

he had liaised with the Football Manager about the matter, but it was someone 

training on their own. 

Cllr Kimbley had noted that some fencing was broken at the Cricketer’s entrance to 

the pitch, so more repairs were needed. 

There were some goalposts that needed removing, but Cllr Bennett had been informed 

that there would be changes to the management of Crofton Juniors, it was suggested 

that any decision be delayed till further information was sought. Cllr Kimbley would 

send an email to Cllr Bennett with the required information, he in turn would send it 

to Jon Barber as Trevor Swift had not responded. 

Report Allotments 

Members discussed the proposals presented by the Working Party as a pre-read. 

Following debate, the following was agreed; 

With regard to allotment plots 18 &19, ongoing discussions would continue between 

the plot holder and the Working Party regarding the state of the plot. 

A Councillor walk round would be arranged in late April / early May on either a 

Saturday or Sunday morning to look at all allotments and at this stage any allotment 

holder that was not following the rules would be issued with an appropriate letter. 

The access gate would not be moved, however members were in favour of ‘going 

again’ with exploring the other possibilities for locking the gate in its present position 

without involving electricity. Cllrs Elson and Harrison would provide further 

information on some ideas. 

With regard to the access road and the pot holes at the Hare Park allotments, 

agreement was reached to tarmac as much as possible, using the £1500 left in the 

budget, A quote would be obtained and if it was within budget it was agreed to 

proceed.  

Given the uncertainty about being able to hold collection day in early January 

consideration would be given to moving the ‘allotment year’ to commence with the 

Council’s financial year in April, this would be an agenda item for the next meeting. 

Report Parish Cemetery 

Members discussed the latest draft that had been circulated prior to the meeting, the 

Clerk stated that some changes could not be allowed. Cllr Bennett also asked for some 

amendments to be introduced, subject to this, members agreed for them to be adopted. 

The Clerk was asked to seek clarification on the length of the lease granted for a 

burial/casket space, as it was different in the Sharlston cemetery. 

Report Website 

Cllr Gordon reported that; 

Having completed a basic check, he would liaise with the Clerk about the preparation 

of a statement for the Web content accessibility guidelines. 

Report Floral Display 

Cllr Stennett informed members that LIVE Crofton were seeking permission to place 

two wishing trees in the village, one on WMDC land and the other at the miners’  

wheel (Parish Council owned triangle area of land at the bus turning circle), where 
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there was already a planter. There would be a requirement to have a semi-permanent  

installation so it was ready for a tree each year and a cover for when not in use. 

Subject to the type of equipment to be used, members gave their approval. 

 

11/133  Traffic issues 

Cllr Kimbley commented on vehicles parking on the footpath outside 93 & 95 High 

Street causing an obstruction and forcing pedestrians onto the road. Cllr Robinson 

would report it to the Police Safe Scheme Officer. 

Cllr Elson commented on a yellow car parking in the same area in such a way as to 

cause damage to the grass verge, the Clerk asked for a picture of the parked car to be 

sent to him and he would forward to Cllr Cummings to report.       

Cllr Chalkley made comment that parking on the footpath is illegal but the Police 

were lenient in enforcing this.                                                                                                                          

 

11/134  Cleansing/Environment 

Cllr Walker made comment about the waste bin at 93/95 High Street and the amount 

of rubbish around it, Cllr Elson commented that the Council were refusing to remove 

rubbish as it consisted of mixed waste. 

 

11/135  Planning Notifications 

Members duly noted the applications and decisions received. 

Cllr Robinson informed members that the Clerk had produced a document which 

provided information in a new format for the planning information issued to 

members. He would send members a copy following the meeting, it was intended to 

trial this with the current procedure for two months for members to decide if the new 

format was required. 

Cllr Bennett commented on the construction work being carried out at 1 Wentworth 

Drive and the building being erected did not comply with what planning was granted 

for, it was decided to make representation to WMDC Development Control and ask 

that they investigate. 

Cllr Bennett commented on a submission made about the Wakefield District Local 

Plan 2036, and the two sites relating to Crofton, comments had been made, but he 

asked if it was appropriate to re submit them or let members know what the comments 

were in case they wished to add to them. The Clerk would re send to members, it was 

noted that there was a deadline for submission for the 10 December 2020. 

Cllr Elson commented that a neighbour was given permission by a Planning Officer 

for an extension and having commenced the work the Officer returned to state 

permission had not been granted yet, this was another concern to that stated at the 

previous meeting (minute 10/117). He had noticed speakers placed on posts on the 

Triangle land (see minute 09/103). 

 

11/136  Financial matters                                      

Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly payments and receipts and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance. 

Cllr Bennett sought clarification on the Receipts figure under budget Miscellaneous, Cllr 

Robinson informed him it consisted of the S106 payment and Covid business grant.  

The Clerk provided members with a list of invoices for payment for the month of 

November 2020;  
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Resolved: that the following be approved and passed for payment: 

 Cheque  Payee;   Details;               £                                          

  BACS  WMDC Lease       72.50 

 BACS  WMDC Lease     232.50 

 BACS  Firescreen Extinguishers      33.88 

 D/D  PHS  Hygeine Equipment 4444.87 

            TOTAL £ 4783.75 

 

The proposals for spending the remaining s106 funding was to be discussed at the 

next meeting. 

Due to progress being made with the Parish Centre, it was necessary for the Council to 

formulate a rolling capital programme in order to satisfy the requirement that the necessary 

capital funds would be available to complete the project. It was agreed to formalise this at 

the Precept meeting in January. 

                                           

11/137  Consider and discuss correspondence received 

Members noted the content of the information received. 

 

11/138  HS2 

Nothing to report. 

 

11/139  Parish matters 

Following receipt of the pre-read document supplied with the agenda concerning a 

letter being sent about fly tipping (see minute 09/090), members were also informed 

that WMDC Enforcement Officers had also attended to investigate the matter. It was 

agreed that the Parish Council issue a letter to the two residents, the Chair would produce 

a draft for approval. 

The Parish Council had been offered a delivery of salt from WMDC Highways, 

members would accept the offer and request it be delivered to the Parish Centre, it 

would be available for residents to use. Cllr Bennett commented that it would need to 

be covered as the weather would affect it, Cllr Robinson had a tarpaulin with which to 

cover it. 

Cllr Chalkley commented that he had played a recording of music (the last post) at the 

War Memorial, he would play it again at the Car Park for Armistice Day at 11.00am. 

Further to supporting the restoration of a local railway line from Barnsley (see minute 

10/119), Cllr Bennett thought it would be useful to establish which railway line it was 

and for information to be acquired. 

Cllr Bennett commented on the cutting of grass at the Car Park and whether Cllr 

Elson should be cutting it for the Parish Council or whether it should be left to 

WMDC, Cllr Elson stated that WMDC were not cutting it and if he did not, it would 

be overgrown. Following discussion, it was agreed to let Cllr Elson to continue to cut 

it, Cllr Chalkley would provide a risk assessment to ensure legal compliance. 

Cllr Harrison informed members about incidents where animals (dead rabbits and 

ducks), have been left at the Crofton Triangle and land near Nostell Brickworks. Cllr 

Robinson asked him to send information and he would report it to the Safe Scheme 

Officer. 

Cllr Elson commented on complaints about fireworks being used on Sunday morning, 

but it was thought it was shotgun fire not fireworks, comment was made that this was 

allowable as long as it was daylight. 
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Cllr Barnsley provided an update on the activity of the Constable and Pinders Trust, 

he informed members that progress was being made on the transfer of the bank 

account from the Clerks name to the Trustees.  

Cllr Kimbley informed members that the installation of bollards at the car park was 

now complete and that he had keys for the removable bollards. He was asked to have 

some copies produced. 

 

11/140  Date of next meeting 

Resolved; that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 08 

December 2020 at 7pm. 

 

11/141        Members of the public and press were to leave before agenda item 18. 

It was agreed 

 

11/142  Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press 

Nothing discussed. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………  Date………………….. 

 Chairman Crofton Parish Council 


